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Progresses in ecology and epidemiology of rickettsioses

A review

F. WEYER

Summary

Despite the great successes in control, none of the rickettsioses pathogenic
0 man have been eradicated, Therefore, it is necessary to preserve the knowl-
edge about these once devastating and important diseases, because the present
situation could change suddenly. Under this aspect, a short review is presented
with special reference to recent findings and actual problems in the ecology and
¢pidemiology of rickettsioses.

Particular emphasis is given to louse-borne and tick-borne typhus fevers.
Some foci of louse-borne typhus continue to exist in Africa (Rwanda, Burundi,
Ethiopia), comprising several thousands of cases annually, and on a smaller
scale in Central and South America. In Africa, the control is complicated by the
increasing resistance of lice to insecticides. In Southern Europe, special interest
is paid (o the late relapses of typhus fever (Brill-Zinsser disease).

The constant and alarming increase of cases of Rocky Mountain spotted
fever in the United States during the last years is of particular interest and is due
0 the more frequent contact of people with infected ticks. As to Old World tick-
bite fever, research is mainly directed to the detection of causative agent reser-
VoIrs in animals and ticks. The disease is, as zoonosis, more widely spread than
previously assumed. Strains of rickettsiae identical or closely related to the
known rickettsial species were isolated, for instance, in Thailand, Pakistan,
Armenia, Czechoslovakia, and more recently in Austria and Southern Germa-
ny,
~ Key words: Rickettsioses, ecology, epidemiology, epidemic typhus, Brill-
Zinsser disease, tick-borne typhus fevers, review.
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